
FOREWORD

The Inter-Amer i can Court of Hu man Rights, the Inter-Amer i -
can In sti tute of Hu man Rights, the In sti tute for Ju rid i cal In -
ves ti ga tions of the Na tional Au ton o mous Uni ver sity of Mex ico
and the Konrad Adenauer Foun da tion have agreed to pub lish a 
jour nal that pro vides a pan oramic view of the re cep tion that in -
ter na tional hu man rights law, and spe cif i cally the ju ris pru -
dence of the Inter-Amer i can Court of Hu man Rights, has had
among the high est ju di cial bod ies in Amer i can states. Thus,
Ju ris pru den tial Di a logue was born; its first edi tion cor re -
sponds to the July-De cem ber 2006 se mes ter.

The jour nal’s first edi tion man i fests that one of the most rel e -
vant trends in the pres ent de vel op ment of in ter na tional hu man
rights law, con cern ing the nec es sary in cor po ra tion of in ter na -
tional hu man rights law into na tional prac tice and reg u la tion, is 
the ju di cial re cep tion ob served through pro nounce ments of var -
i ous kinds by Su preme Courts, Con sti tu tional Courts and Con -
sti tu tional Court rooms in an in creas ing num ber of coun tries.
Ac cord ingly, the Inter-Amer i can Court’s ju ris pru dence acqui-
res true tran scen dence in the ju ris dic tional sphere, which is of
the ut most im por tance. 

This in ter na tional or su pra na tional Tri bu nal does not con sti -
tute an ap pel late court to de ci sions made by na tional courts.
As in ter preter and ap plier of the Amer i can Con ven tion on Hu -
man Rights and other in ter na tional texts that con fer upon it
ma te rial ju ris dic tion, the Court is called to ex am ine the rights
and free doms stip u lated within those in stru ments and to es -
tab lish their mean ing and reach. Once the in ter na tional ju di -
cial body has de vel oped said in ter pre ta tion, na tional courts
must adopt it as an au thor i ta tive in ter pre ta tion that binds
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coun tries that have rat i fied those in stru ments, and thus cre -
ates ob li ga tions for those states and de fines in di vid ual rights.

The pub li ca tion of the jour nal Ju ris pru den tial Di a logue
serves to pro vide an un der stand ing of the de vel op ments in this 
field in or der that ju di cial au thor i ties, pro fes sors, in ves ti ga tors 
and law stu dents may draw knowl edge and re flec tion from this 
source. Such dif fu sion may en cour age new de vel op ments in
other coun tries as well. The fi nal ob jec tive is, clearly, to en -
cour age the na tional in te gra tion of in ter na tional hu man rights
law and to strengthen and im prove the “con tem po ra ne ous sta -
tus of the hu man be ing” as a ben e fi ciary of na tional and in ter -
na tional norms that rec og nize these rights and lib er ties and
as sure their ef fec tive ex er cise. 

In the sec ond edi tion of the jour nal, now in the hands of
read ers, fourteen judg ments are pro vided —tran scribed wholly
or in part through an ap pro pri ate se lec tion of para graphs when 
it con cerns ex ten sive res o lu tions— that cor re spond to Ar gen -
tina, Bolivia, Co lom bia, Costa Rica, Gua te mala and Peru, as
well as an in ter est ing judg ment from a North Amer i can Tri bu -
nal. 

The ed i tors thank at tor neys Agustín Mar tin (Ar gen tina) and 
Pedro León (Mexico), con tri bu tors of the Inter-Amer i can Court
of Hu man Rights, for the sup port they pro vided in the prep a ra -
tion of these ma te ri als.
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